PRESS RELEASE

Amazonian leader's appeal to the UK: 'don't allow the destruction of our home for 5 days' oil'
The mayor of the Amazonian province of Orellana in Ecuador, Anita Rivas, is coming to London on 6th October to deliver a heartfelt appeal to the UK government: 'Save the Yasuní National Park by helping keep it's oil underground.' The Yasuní is one of the most biodiverse places on the planet [1] and is home some of the world’s last non-contact indigenous groups. It is under threat from oil companies desperate to start drilling.  Exploitation would mean the destruction of this UNESCO reserve and the lives of those currently protected within its canopy – all this for just 5 days worth of oil for the world.  

Last year the Ecuadorian Government made a ground-breaking request to the international community. It asked for financial help to keep the oil firms out - a move which could help the country develop from it current state of oil-dependency to alternative more sustainable economic activities. Germany, Spain and others have already expressed support for the initiative. But with the imminent threat the world is facing from climate change, and the urgent need to find ways of preventing the extraction and burning of fossil fuels as well as mass deforestation, more countries must get on board before the deadline of December 2008 [2]. With further improvement the proposal has the potential to become an international model for how richer countries can support poorer countries around the world to protect their ecological treasures without sacrificing economic development [3]. 

Anita – an inspirational indigenous woman who has been central to the global fight for the rights of her people and the preservation of Yasuní - hopes her visit will force the UK Government to take Ecuador's predicament seriously.  She will make her passionate appeal both at the campaign launch event on 6th October [4] and when she meets with government officials later in the week. She says she aims to persuade the UK Government, so keen to talk about leadership on climate change but so lacking in meaningful action, to put its money where its mouth is:

'There are many arguments in favour of keeping the oil in the Yasuní Park below the ground. If we achieve this, not only will we conserve an enormously diverse area, home to many indigenous people, but also we will become a universal symbol that a new world is possible. It really is. The success of the defence of the Yasuní will be a milestone in overcoming the challenge which humanity faces in thwarting the effects of climate change.'

The week's events are part of the international Yasuní Green Gold campaign, which is calling for the Ecuadorian Government's original proposal to be improved upon and supported by western governments without resorting to unjust and ineffective mechanisms such as carbon trading. 

World-renowned primatologist, Jane Goodall DBE, said:

'The efforts of Yasuni Green Gold should be supported by everyone who calls this planet home. To destroy the Yasuni is to destroy our past and our future. If we turn a blind eye we will be robbing ourselves and our youth'.    

ENDS

FOR MORE INFO:

To find out more about the campaign, or to arrange an interview with Anita who will be in the country from 5-9 October, contact Richard Howlett at richardh@newint.org or call him on 07960 465 594/ 01865 811400. 

Also see: www.yasunigreengold.org and www.newint.org/yasuni 

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

1] According to esteemed biologists Jane Goodal DBE and E. O. Wilson the Yasuní is home to the greatest genetic variety of plants and animals on earth.

2] President Correa has set December 2008 as the deadline for arriving at a deal.

3] In May 2007 Ecuador's President Rafael Correa appealed to the international community to fund half of the estimated revenue from exploiting Yasuni's oil - $350 million a year over ten years.  However, there were several problems with the proposal:


•
It did not guarantee that Yasuni's oil would never be drilled. 


•
It did not specify how the money would be used. 


•
It was not developed in consultation with the local communities who would be affected. 


•
It set unrealistic deadlines for coming up with a workable plan. 

4] The launch event is taking place on 6th October at the Amnesty Human Rights Action Centre, 17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA, at 7pm. Anita will address an expert audience, including representatives of the UK Government, the Ecuadorian Ambassador, leading academics and NGO experts in forests, climate change, human rights, international development including Tony Juniper, representatives of the Ecuadorian community living in the UK, and Karen Morris Lanz, who lived with the Waorani people in the Yasuni as part of the BBC programme 'Tribal Wives' shown earlier this year. This will also form the launch of a stunning new photo book: Yasuní Green Gold -The Amazon fight to keep oil underground, published by New Internationalist and Movimiento Idun. The book, by Gines Haro Pastor and Georgina Donati is released this month. Review copies can be ordered from Dan Raymond-Barker: danrb@newint.org and 01865 811425. The book came about after Anita approached the two organisations with a set of stunning photos of the Yasuní region and requested that they be published to show the world what is being threatened. 

